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Naresh Nandam 
Ongole

THE Prakasam district col-
lector, AS Dinesh Kumar 
announced that the gov-
ernment will compensate 
every farmer who lost their 
crop to Cyclone Michaung.

The special officer to 
the Prakasam district, PS 
Pradyumna, district collec-
tor AS Dinesh Kumar, SP 
Malika Garg, joint collector 
K Srinivasulu, Additional 
SP Nageswara Rao partici-
pated in the video confer-
ence with chief minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, and 
explained about the loss, 
and relief activities taken 
up by the administration. 

Collector reviewed the 
condition with the district-
level officials and said that 
the crop loss in 15, 000 
hectares, and a detailed re-

port on the status and loss 
of crops will be submitted 
to the government after a 
detailed survey is done. 

He said that following 
the assurance of the chief 
minister, action will be 
taken to provide insurance, 
input subsidy or seeds on 

subsidy to the affected 
farmers based on their 
crop status. 

The electricity supply in 
236 villages was disrupted 
due to the cyclone, but the 
ground-level staff quickly 
responded and restarted 
the supply to the villages. 

Collector said that they 
have taken up sanitation 
works at water-logged ar-
eas to prevent the spread of 
diseases and informed that 
Rs 2,500 will be provided 
to families taking shelter at 
the relief centres.

Later, collector in-

spected damaged crops 
at Naguluppalapadu and 
interacted with the chilli, 
tobacco, jowar, and black 
gram farmers. Farmers 
explained that crops could 
not survive as water could 
not be emptied from the 
field. 

Noor Shaik 
Eluru

DISTRICT collector Prasan-
na Venkatesh held a telecon-
ference with RDOs, tahsil-
dars, MPDOs, officials of 
agriculture and other depart-
ments here on Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
collector instructed officials 
to focus on draining rainwa-
ter from fields. Many fields in 
the district were inundated 
by heavy rain triggered by 
Cyclone Michaung which 
crossed the coast on Tuesday.

Collector asked officials 
to create confidence among 
farmers that the government 
is behind them to support in 
the hour of crisis. Officials 
should assure farmers that 
their crops will be protected 
besides extending compen-
sation to the crop loss and 

purchasing the wet crop. 
The cyclone and rain with-

ered crops in an extent of 
33,724 acres, whereas crop in 
24,575 acres was inundated 
by rainwater. 

As part of paddy procure-
ment, so far 1.06 lakh metric 
tonnes of grains were pur-
chased. 

In off-line, 28,324 metric 
tonnes of paddy were pro-
cured. Officials have been 
directed to dry the paddy be-
fore shifting to rice mills. 

Collector instructed offi-
cials to avail the services of 

11 dryer mills located in Kai-
kaluru in the paddy procure-
ment and officials should en-
sure that no farmers lose the 
next crop.

Electricity was restored to 
79 villages out of 80 villages 
faced disruption because of 
the cyclone. They have re-
placed 127 electric poles with 
new ones. 

For taking up special 
sanitation programmes, 547 
teams deputed. As many as 
6,000 people were extended 
medical services by conduct-
ing 78 medical camps.

EVERY FARMER WILL GET 

COMPENSATION: OFFICIALS 
•  Officials have taken 

up sanitation works at 
water-logged areas to 
prevent the spread of 
diseases

•  Rs 2,500 will be 
provided to families 
taking shelter at the 
relief centres

•  Many fields in district 
were inundated by 
heavy rain triggered 
by Cyclone Michaung 
which crossed the 
coast on Tuesday

•  Electricity was 
restored to 79 villages 
out of 80 villages 
faced disruption 
because of the cyclone

Collector AS Dinesh Kumar inspecting damaged crops at Naguluppalapadu and interacting with farmers on Wednesday

Infuse confidence in 
farmers, officials told

Collector Prasanna Venkatesh holding teleconference with of-
ficials in Eluru on Wednesday

MD Ameen 
Vijayawada

NTR district collector S Dilli 
Rao along with officials of rev-
enue, agriculture, horticulture 
and other departments visited 
the cyclone-hit villages in Vi-
jayawada rural mandal on 
Wednesday.

Collector instructed offi-
cials to take up the enumera-
tion on crop damage suffered 

by farmers due to Cyclone 
Michaung, which crossed the 
coast causing inundation of 
farm lands in some parts of 
the district. 

Collector visited Pyduru-
padu and Rayanapadu in Vi-
jayawada rural mandal and 
examined farm lands which 
were inundated due to the 
rains and spoke to the farmers.  

He also enquired about the 
steps taken by the district ad-

ministration to drain out the 
storm water stagnated in the 
agriculture farm lands. Farm-
ers informed that if the rain-
water is not drained out, the 
crops will be damaged in one 
week.

Collector has assured farm-
ers that JCBs will be sent to 
their villages and steps will 
be taken to drain out the rain 
water. He said paddy was cul-
tivated in 41,163 hectares and 

harvesting was completed in 
over 10,000 hectares.

The farmers said crop dam-
age was caused due to over-
flowing of drains and stagna-
tion of rainwater in the farm 
lands. They expressed concern 
that 75 percent paddy crop will 
be damaged, if the rainwater is 
not drained out immediately.

District agriculture officer 
S Nagamanemma, Assistant 
Director B Venkateswara Rao 
and mandal level officers ac-
companied collector. 

Officials told to start enumeration of damage crop
Hans News Service  

Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister  YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy paid 
homage to Bharat Ratna 
Dr B R Ambedkar on 
the occasion of his death 
anniversary on Wednes-
day. The Chief Minister 
paid floral tributes to the 

portrait of Ambedkar 
and offered obeisance. 
Home minister T Vani-
tha, social welfare min-
ister M Nagarjuna, MP 
N Suresh, government 
advisor (social justice) 
J Prabhakar Rao and 
several party leaders 
also participated in the  
programme.

CM pays tributes to Ambedkar
Chief Minister Y 
S Jagan Mohan 
Reddy along 
with ministers 
paying floral trib-

utes to Bharat 

Ratna Dr B R 

Ambedkar at 
his camp office 
in Tadepalli on 
Wednesday

Naresh Nandam 
Ongole

THE Tobacco Board chairman, Yaswath Ku-
mar, said that the state government should 
protect the tobacco farmers, who lost fully 
grown crop to Cyclone Michaung. He said 
that the enumeration of the tobacco crop loss 
will be done soon to inform the central gov-
ernment.

Yaswanth Kumar and BJP Ongole president 

PV Sivareddy visited Throvagunta, Mukthi-
nuthalapadu, Chirvanuppalapadu, and other 
villages and inspected the tobacco crop sub-
merged in the water. 

They interacted with farmers who submit-
ted a representation to them. Officials said 
that the report will be sent to the Union gov-
ernment soon so that every farmer receives 
compensation. Tobacco Board member Bo-
dapati Brahmaiah, tobacco farmers also par-
ticipated. 

‘Onus on AP govt to support farmers’

 Tobacco farmers submitting a representation to Tobacco Board chairman Yaswanth Kumar at Chirvanup-

palapadu on Wednesday

Md Ameen  
Vijayawada

THE power restoration works in the cyclone-
affected areas are continuing in full swing in 
the state after the cyclone Michaung crossed 
the coast near Bapatla on Tuesday afternoon. 
The cyclone coupled with winds at a speed of 
90-100 km damaged power lines, poles, feed-
ers, sub-stations in many parts of the state in-
terrupting power supply and causing loss to 
the energy department.

In a press release on Wednesday the en-
ergy department said that power restoration 
works are underway and special chief secre-
tary, energy, K Vijayanand was monitoring 
the works continuously and instructed the of-
ficials to complete the works in a time bound 
manner.

APTransco and discoms’ officials appraised 
the status of power restoration works to the 
special chief secretary Vijayanand.

APTransco officials explained that of the 
17 feeders that were affected, 10 feeders have 
already been restored and the remaining 7 are 
expected to be restored by Thursday.

Power restoration works 
underway in state

Energy department says special CS Vijayanand 
is monitoring the works continuously 

The irrigation department on Wednesday released surplus water of 
18,550 cusecs from the Prakasam barrage by lifting 25 gates by one 
feet. < (Photo: Ch Venkata Mastan ) 

SURPLUS WATER RELEASED 

 VL Syamsundar  
Guntur

 
DISTRICT collector M Venugopal Reddy directed the 
officials to drain out rainwater from the agriculture fields 
to reduce losses caused by crop damage. He along with 
Guntur Municipal Corporation commissioner Kirthi 
Chekuri conducted a video conference with the mandal 
level officials on Wednesday.  

Speaking on the occasion, he directed the officials to 
distribute 25 kgs rice,1 litre oil packet, 1 kg Bengal gram, 
and 1 kg potatoes to cyclone hit families. Following or-
ders of the Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, they 
should distribute financial assistance of Rs 2500 per 
family or Rs 1000 to each person. He assured that the 
government will pay damages to the houses affected by 
the cyclone, as soon as a report is submitted. He directed 
the officials to take steps to drain out the rainwater from 
the agriculture fields and suggested using the services of 
MGNREGA beneficiaries. He stressed the coordination 
among the officials to drain out the rainwater from the 
agriculture fields. He directed the officials to submit a re-
port on the crop damage by Thursday. He instructed the 
officials to be alert till the normalcy is restored.

District revenue officer K Chandrasekhara Rao and 
district agriculture officer N Venkateswarulu were  
present. 

Officials told to 
drain out rainwater 

from fields


